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COURSE DISCRIPTION
This course provides students an overview of the law and legal system. Topics are to enable students to understand the legal methods, certain legal principals including basic legal concepts, processes, terminologies and current issues in law in a democratic society. In addition, the course is designed to provide the students with an understanding of the structure of the legal system (the function of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches; the role of attorneys, law enforcement and other legal professionals; basic categories of law; court proceeding principals; and alternative dispute resolution). Three lecture hours per week is .  
1. Role of the discipline for jurisprudence 

2. A goal of the discipline

3. objective of the discipline 

METHODOLOGICAL RECOMMENDATION FOR A LEARNING THE DISCIPLINE

COURSE MATERIALS:

1. Brown, W. Gordon (2008). LEGAL TERMINOLOGY. Fifth Edition. Pearson, Prentice – Hall, Inc. Upper Saddle River, NJ., 07458. 

Legal Terminology, fifth Edition, has been written with students’ best interest in mind. Emphasis is placed on students’ developing an understanding of legal terminology through the study of law itself and on using legal terminology in many different ways rather than relying solely on rote memory. The short, easy-to-understand chapters are written in a lively manner to hold students’ attention and highlight various legal concepts. “Word Wise,” “Web Wise,” and “Constitution Wise” boxes have been updated and remain popular features of the next. 


Each chapter begins with a question labeled “Ante Interrogatory” intended to whet students’ appetite by testing them on the meaning of a legal term or concept before they study the chapter. This is followed by a chapter outline and a list of the key legal terms in the chapter with their phonetic pronunciations. The comprehensive “Glossary of Legal Terms” at the end of the text provides the same phonetic pronunciations.  At the end of each chapter, students will answer questions about the subject matter in the section entitled “Reviewing What You Learned.” A segment called “Understanding Legal Concepts” allows students to check their understanding of legal theory. Next, students can confirm knowledge by completing a “Checking Terminology” assignment, followed by a project in “Using Legal Language.” Finally, for reinforcement, students can “Puzzle Over What You Learned” by completing a crossword puzzle of legal terms presented in the chapter. 

Student supplements

· VangoNotes for Legal Terminology, fifth edition: Study by listening to the following for each chapter of the textbook:

· Big Ideas: Your “need to know” for each chapter

· Practice Test: A gut checking for the Big Ideas- tells students if they to keep studying

· Key Term Review
· Rapid Review: A quick drill session- use it right before your test
· Companion website: http://www.prenhall.com/brown. Use this book-specific website to prepare for tests.

· Learning objectives

· Chapter Summary

· Flashcards for Legal Terms 

· Quizzes 

2. Use of internet is the best tool for students to learn legal terminologies. Legal dictionaries, audio videos, different stories and experiences, and other documents about legal terms and procedures are the main resources to which students can get reached through online. 
COURSE REQUIRMENTS
1) Weekly homework exercises (20%). Each week, students are required to do homework exercises that are given at the end of the each chapter.  After discussion of legal terminologies in class, students are expected to do HW exercises in order to strengthen their learned knowledge. There are four types of exercises are given such as “reviewing what you learned” (after studying the text, students write the answers to each of given questions), “understanding legal concepts” (students will indicate whether each statement is true or false), “checking terminology” (from the list of legal terms, students select the one that matches each definition), “using legal language” (students read the story and fill in the blank lines with legal terms taken from the list of terms at the beginning of this chapter), and finally “puzzling over what you learned” where the students can complete a crossword puzzle of legal terms presented in the chapter. Thus , students are required to submit to class in written form all these early mentioned HW exercises of previous chapter in following week. Each homework will be checked throughout the semester and evaluated by the instructor. 
2) Mid-term (30%). The mid-term exam will be an in-class exam designed to assess student capacity to learn legal terminologies and concepts in law. A format of in-class exam will be in written form (classical). Students will be asked to define terminologies (to write definitions of legal terms) or they will be given definitions to match them with correct legal terms. TRUE or FALS (T/F) questions will be asked to students to find correct answers. Adequate time for written exam will be provided depending on number of questions. 

3) Chapter presentation (10%). At the end of the semester, students are required to make presentation of one of chapters that are covered during the semester. Selection of chapters will be made by either students or by a instructor. Students are advised to use different types of tools (PowerPoint, flipcharts, smart boards, and so on) and resources (books, journals, videos, online resources, and so on) with unlimited numbers in order to demonstrate their presentation. 
4) Final (40%) The final exam will be a comprehensive exam comprised of legal concepts and terminologies discussed in class throughout the semester. The same forms of exam will be applied to students for the final exam. A scope of final exam will be a little larger than midterm exam. 
5) Attendance and active participation in-class discussions (extra 10%). Teaching method is an interactive which requires active participations of students. Thus, students will be evaluated based on their activeness. 

NOTE: Students are always responsible for weekly readings listed in syllabus before coming to class. Notes distributed in class and textbook material are to be read following the class lecture in which the topics were discussed. 
Grading Criteria

- Weekly HW assignments 20 % 

- Mid-term 30 % 

- Chapter presentation 10 %

- Final 40 %

- Attendance and active participation in-class discussion- extra 10 % 

Grading scales

	90-100= A
	VERY GOOD

	80-89= B
	GOOD

	70-79= C
	AVERAGE

	60-69= D
	POOR

	50-59 = E
	VERY POOR

	49-0 = F
	FAILURE


Attendance Policy
Attendance is important to stay on top of class material and homework assignments. Students are encouraged to attend the class, but they are left with the responsibility of managing their own attendance. None-attendance will be taken for the purpose of explaining a poor performance should the need arise.

Evaluation Policy

Students will be allowed to make-up an exam or submit homework or other assignments beyond a deadline only with written documentation (e.g., doctor’s letter) for extenuating circumstances covered under International Ataturk-Alatoo University policy.

Caveat

The instructor reserves the right to change the schedule, assignments, and/or evaluation criteria throughout the semester. Any changes will be announced to the class with sufficient notice to prepare for the changes. It is your responsibility to keep informed about discussion topics and assignments. If in doubt, check with your instructor.

STRUCTURE AND SCOPE OF DISCIPLINE 
	Types of work
	Scope of course in hours

	
	Full time education (4 years)

	Semesters
	1, 2

	Total teaching hours
	128

	In class teaching hours
	42

	Lecture
	28

	Seminars (practical works)
	14

	Students’ individual self-study
	86
(Weekly homework assignments, exercises, preparation for chapter presentation)

	Type of current knowledge test  
	modules

	Type of midterm knowledge test
	Exam

	Type of final knowledge test
	Exam


THEMATIC PLAN OF THE DISCIPLINE “LEGAL TERMINOLOGY”
	Name of Parts and Chapters of the Textbook Used for the Discipline
	For Full Time Form of Education

	
	Number of academic hours for teaching 

	
	Lectures 
	Practical works
	Students’ individual self-study
	Total hours for topic

	                                                 I semester

	INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
	
	
	
	

	PART 1. TERMS USED IN PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
Chapter 1. Court system and jurisdiction
Chapter 2. Criminal trial procedure
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 3. Civil trial procedure
	2
	1
	5
	8

	Chapter 4. Defensive pleadings in civil trials
Chapter 5. Methods of discovery 
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 6. Pretrial hearing and jury trial
Chapter 7. Steps in trial
	2
	1
	8
	11

	PART 2. TERMS USED IN CRIMINAL LAW 
Chapter 8. Crimes, accomplices, and defenses 
	2
	1
	5
	8

	Chapter 9. Crimes against property
	2
	1
	4
	7

	Chapter 10. Crimes against the person and human habitation
	2
	1
	4
	7

	Chapter 11. Homicide
Chapter 12. Crimes against morality and drug abuse
	2
	1
	8
	11

	PART 3. TERMS USED IN LAW OF TORTS

Chapter 13. Torts and tortfeasors

Chapter 14. Intentional torts 
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 15. Negligence and product liability
	2
	1
	4
	7

	PART 4. TERMS USED IN LAW OF CONTRACTS
Chapter 16. Formation of contract
Chapter 17. Contract requirements 
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 18. Third parties and discharge of contracts
	2
	1
	4
	7

	PART 5. TERMS USED IN LAW OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AND AGENCY
Chapter 19. Personal property and bailments

Chapter 20. Intellectual property
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 21. Law of agency
	2
	1
	4
	7

	Total hours in 1st semester
	28
	14
	86
	128

	                                                 II semester 

	PART 6. TERMS USED IN LAW OF WILLS AND ESTATES
Chapter 22. Wills, testaments, and advance directives
	2
	1
	5
	8

	Chapter 23. Revocation, lapses, and ademption
Chapter 24. Principal clauses in a will
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 25. Disinheritance and intestacy
Chapter 26. Personal representative of the estate. 
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 27. Settling an estate 
Chapter 28. Trusts
	2
	1
	8
	11

	PART 7. TERMS USED IN LAW OF REAL PROPERTY
Chapter 29. Estates in real property

Chapter 30. Multiple ownership of real property
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 31. Acquiring title to real property
Chapter 32. Deeds
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 33. Mortgages
	2
	1
	4
	7

	Chapter 34. Recording system
	2
	1
	4
	7

	Chapter 35. Airspace and water rights
Chapter 36. Easements, restrictions, and zoning regulations
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Chapter 37. Landlord and tenant
	2
	1
	4
	7

	PART 8. TERMS USED IN FAMILY LAW
Chapter 38. Marriage, divorce, and dissolution of marriage
	2
	1
	4
	7

	Chapter 39. Divorce procedure
	2
	1
	4
	7

	PART 9. TERMS USED IN LAW OF NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
Chapter 40. Negotiable instruments
	2
	1
	4
	7

	PART 10. TERMS USED IN BUSINESS ORGANIZATION AND BANKRUPTCY
Chapter 41. Business organization

Chapter 42. The law of bankruptcy
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Total hours in 2nd semester
	28
	14
	85
	127

	TOTAL
	59
	28
	171
	258


TENTATIVE AGENDA OF “LEGAL TERMINOLOGY” FOR THE 1st SEMESTER
	Week #
	Topic
	Readings

	Week 1
	INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 2
	PART 1. TERMS USED IN PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
Chapter 1. Court system and jurisdiction

Chapter 2. Criminal trial procedure
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 3
	Chapter 3. Civil trial procedure
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 4
	Chapter 4. Defensive pleadings in civil trials
Chapter 5. Methods of discovery
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 5
	Chapter 6. Pretrial hearing and jury trial

Chapter 7. Steps in trial
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 6
	PART 2. TERMS USED IN CRIMINAL LAW 

Chapter 8. Crimes, accomplices, and defenses
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 7
	Chapter 9. Crimes against property
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 8
	Chapter 10. Crimes against the person and human habitation
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	
	MIDTERM EXAMS

	Week 9
	Chapter 11. Homicide

Chapter 12. Crimes against morality and drug abuse
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 10
	PART 3. TERMS USED IN LAW OF TORTS

Chapter 13. Torts and tortfeasors

Chapter 14. Intentional torts
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 11
	Chapter 15. Negligence and product liability
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 12
	PART 4. TERMS USED IN LAW OF CONTRACTS

Chapter 16. Formation of contract
Chapter 17. Contract requirements
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 13
	Chapter 18. Third parties and discharge of contracts
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 14
	PART 5. TERMS USED IN LAW OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AND AGENCY

Chapter 19. Personal property and bailments

Chapter 20. Intellectual property
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 15
	Chapter 21. Law of agency
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 16
	FINAL EXAMS


TENTATIVE AGENDA OF “LEGAL TERMINOLOGY” FOR THE 2nd SEMESTER
	Week #
	Topic
	Readings

	Week 1
	PART 6. TERMS USED IN LAW OF WILLS AND ESTATES

Chapter 22. Wills, testaments, and advance directives
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 2
	Chapter 23. Revocation, lapses, and ademption

Chapter 24. Principal clauses in a will
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 3
	Chapter 25. Disinheritance and intestacy

Chapter 26. Personal representative of the estate.
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 4
	Chapter 27. Settling an estate 

Chapter 28. Trusts
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 5
	PART 7. TERMS USED IN LAW OF REAL PROPERTY

Chapter 29. Estates in real property

Chapter 30. Multiple ownership of real property
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 6
	Chapter 31. Acquiring title to real property

Chapter 32. Deeds
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 7
	Chapter 33. Mortgages
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	
	MIDTERM EXAMS

	Week 8
	Chapter 34. Recording system
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 9
	Chapter 35. Airspace and water rights

Chapter 36. Easements, restrictions, and zoning regulations
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 10
	Chapter 37. Landlord and tenant
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 11
	PART 8. TERMS USED IN FAMILY LAW

Chapter 38. Marriage, divorce, and dissolution of marriage
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 12
	Chapter 39. Divorce procedure
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 13
	PART 9. TERMS USED IN LAW OF NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS

Chapter 40. Negotiable instruments
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 14
	PART 10. TERMS USED IN BUSINESS ORGANIZATION AND BANKRUPTCY

Chapter 41. Business organization

Chapter 42. The law of bankruptcy
	Brown, W. Gordon (2008), Legal Terminology

	Week 15
	FINAL EXAMS
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